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WELCOME

~EW MEMIIERS

COMPANY

Ide'al Basic Industries

Betty B.Coal Co, , Inc.
Gilbert Development Corp.

W. St ates Dr ill ing & Bl ast ing
Chieftain #3 Mine
'Boone Hydraulic

Alphaine Corp.
Quality Leasing Inc.

Mercer Transport Inc.
A G Hill Bower Inc.
Gilman Insulation co, , Inc.
Sunland Construction Co.
C. H. Heist

Beech Fork Processing Inc.
Tac kett Mining ce ,; Inc.
B. Petro, Inc.

:L. & L. Energy of Burley, Inc.

;N. O. W. Coal Co., Inc.
Shaker Run Coal Co., Inc.
;Smith Branch Coal Co., Inc.

Hillbrook Coal Co., Inc.

St al yan Hwit Coal Co.
R. V. Mining Co., Inc.
.Bi.q D. Mining Co.

Bizwil Inc.

.Scand i a Mng/Valent ing Mi11 ingCos.
Kentucky Mountain 'Reserve Inc.
:K. C. Rogers Coal Co., Inc.

B & N Coal, Inc.

B & N CoaI, Inc.
Union Quarries, Inc.

V Coal Company, Inc.
North Star Coal Company

CHAP'tE~NO•.

7534 "
7535
7536
7537
7538
7539
7540
7541
7542
7543
7544
7545.
7546
7547
7548
7549
7550
7551
7552
7553
7554
7555
7556
7557
7558
7559
7560
7561
7562
7563
7564
7565
7566

2

LQCA:TION

Seattle, WA

Norton, VA

Cedar City, UT
Cedar City, UT

Weston, wv
Sylvester, WV
Bickmore, WV
Cannelton, WV
CanneltOn, Wv

Corpus Christ i, TX
Corpus Christi, TX
Corpus Christi, TX

Corpus Christi, TX
Van Lear;KY

.Honaker ,.KY
Colmar, IL
Hurley,· ..·VA

St. Charles, VA

CLd f-f t.op , WV

Grayson, KY
Martha, KY

Harold, ,KY
. :Eastern, KY
Martin, KY

.Inez, KY

Valentine, AZ
Gunlock, KY
Galveston, KY
Dexter City, OH

Dexter City, OH
Rheems, PA

Po ipt: Li ck, WV
Bolt, WV
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Analysis of Continuous Mining Machine Accidents

Underground Coal Mines
IN'.lKDJC".rICB

The operation of continuous-mining machine in underground coal
mines can be hazardous to mining personnel, including
continuous-miner operators and support labor, working in the area
of moving equipnent. This report identifies the specific mining
activities and types of accidents associated with the. use of
continuous-mining machines.

MALn;IS

In a three year period, there were 527 Injur ies including five
fatals' under 30 CFRSO that involved· the use of continuous-mining
machines. Of this number, 272 injuries (52 percent) involved
operating the continuous miner, and 193 injuries (37 percent)
occurred while working in close proximity to the machine while it
was operating (see Table).

Forty-seven cutting or loading machine injuries occurred whenthe
continuous-mining machine bounced, as the ripper heads hit
substances other than coal (such as clay veins, rocks or steel),
throwing bits and rock back into the operator's corrpartment.
While loading, material flying off the conveyor often struck the
operator in the eye, cheek or hand. Back injuries from jarring, or
being thrown against the seat during the mining operation,
frequently occurred.

Attenpting to movetrailing cables while tramning the continuous-
mining machine framthe operator's station caused numerous injuries
to the hands, arms and feet which were extended outside the
operator's corrpartment. '!he most serious hazard to support labor
involves handling trailing cables while the machine is moving.
This work exposes them to crushing type injuries.

'!hirty-four continuous-miner operators were injured whenthey were
thrown into the canopy roof or side of the canopy while operating
the miner. Of the 34 injuries, ten occurred while sumping/cutting
into the face or mine floor ,causing the machine to buck or bounce.

1/Prepared by MineSafety and Health Technology Center, Denver
Colorado. .
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TABLE

Continuous Miner Accidents By Activity 1982...;..1984

1982 1983 1984 TOTAL
Operating

Tramning 87 62 76-( 1)* 225-( 1)
Cutting/Loading 19 13 15 47

W:>rkin Close Proximity
to Machine

Observing 7 7 5 19
Support Labor 74 56 44-(3) 174":'(3)

MachineMaintenance 14-( 1) 12 - 14 40-( 1)

Not Specified 12 4 6 22

TOTAL - 213-( 1) 154 160-(4) 527~(5)

*Numberin parenthesis indicates fatalities.

Six injuries occurred when the machine hung-up on the channel or
roof bolt during tramming operations. Five incidents were the
result of trarrming the continuous miner over irregularities in the
mine floor. Thirteen of the injuries to continuous-miner operators
involved the machine canopies. Six operators were trarrming
continuous miners with parts of their bodies outside the operator's
canpartments. 'Ihese body parts were crushed between canopy.and
rib, rock or roof. Three canopy supports failed, allowing the
canopy to fallon operator. Twoinjuries ocurred while adjusting
the canopy-height. One injury occurred while raising -boomof
minerj it contacted the canopy, lifting it out of the suppo.rt
bracket which permitted it to fall. While tranming a continuollS
miner, the cat tread folded under a floating canopy and pushed the
canopy into the roof. -

Forty-three injuries occurred to support personnel. Twenty-four
canopy related injuries occurred when support personnel placed
their hands on top of the canopy while the machine was cutting or
t.renminq, Nineteen injuries occurred to support personnel while
standing in close proximity to machine, while cutting, loading, or
moving operations were being performed.

4
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All of the 40 machinemaintenanceinjuries were a direct result of
miners intentionally, or unintentionally , IOOvinga machine
canponent (cats, cutting head, boom,stab jacks, etc.) while the
maintenancepersonnel were workingin or under the equipnent.

'!he 75 injuries caused by bumps,holes, and irregularities in the
roadwaywhile tranming could be eliminated by grading ortrimning
the bottomwith the miningmachineand filling in soft spots.
On-shift examinations for hazardous roadwayconditions should be
madeby supervisory personnel on each coal production shift, and
hazardous irregularities eliminated before production workis started.

Continuous-mineroperators, injured frommaterial thrown off
continuous-minerbits and conveyorsduring miningoperations, might
be protected if screen-type shields were placed aroundthe
operator's controls.

Minerhelper's, support labor and supervisors are in a very
hazardous area, due to the position of the continuous miner and
shuttle car during cutting or loading operations. Thedevelopnent
of an Inproved cable handling system for the continuous miner would
greatly reduce the numberof cable-related injuries. several
possibilities for an inproved system include an articulated arm
mountedon the miner and controlled by the operator, a battery-powered
tugger for movingthe cable, or a cable reel.

In those cases where.the support personnel cannot be removedto a
safe distance from the machinewhile it is operating, improved
visual and/or audio warningdevices which indicate that the machineis
about to be movedwouldgreatly reduce the numberof crushing
injuries.

IF YOU HAVE
NOT BEEN INSTRUCTED
IN THE SAFE USE
OF THIS EQUIPMENT

UNTil YOU
KNOWI

The Industrlal CommIiSlcn of Ohio
DM.1on of safety and Hygiene

. 1821 •••• ,.
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Coal Mining Deaths Reached Record Low ·ln1987

As Fatalities Rose In Non-eoal Mining

Accidents in the nation's coal mines claimed 63 lives in 1987, the
lowest total in more than 100years ,a.ccording to preliminary
figures released by the Labor Department's MineSafety and Health
~nistration(MSHA).

Also for the first time on record, there were no coal mine
accidents in 1987 in which more than one miner died.

'!he leading causes of coal mining fatalities in 1987were
accidents involving poweredhaulage equipment;and those involving
roof and rib falls in underground coal mines. Each accident type
accounted for 19 deaths. Together, they represented about 60
percent of all coal mine fatalities that occurred last year.

'!he 63·coal mining fatalities during 1987 represented a 28 percent
decrease from the t6talof 88 coal mining deaths recorded in 1986.
In addition, the rate of fatal injuries·per 200,000 employee
work-hours declined from.05 in 1986to .•04 in 1987.

'!here were 67 fatalities in the metal and nonmetal (noncoal)
mining industry during 1987; there were 49 deaths in 1986.
However, last year's total of 67 was the fourth lowest annual
figure ever recorded in non-coal mining. The rate of fatal
injuries in metal and nonmetal·mining was .03'injuries per 200,000
work-hours,l.lIlchanged from 1986 and equal to the historical low···
rate recorded in six of the past seven years.

'!he rate of nonfatal, ·lost~time coal ~ini:nginjuries during 1987
was 7.58 injuries per 200,000 employeehours, up from 5.17 for
1986. The rate.f6r alLtypes ofc6Ci.l.mininginjuries was 10.19
per 200,000 employeehours worked, .:up :from6.79' in 1986.

,.,:',::,'-::,:',,: ",' ',' ".> ' " '"".

Coal miners worked a total ofmqret.h;anJ09.8 milli.8n hours last
year, comparedto 330.6 million in .1986.
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COUNCIL NEWS
The Pennsylvania Bituminous Council held its Annual AwardsDinner
at the Onni Civic Center, Indiana, Pennsylvania, on March 25, 1988.

Featured guests included David C. O'Neal, Acting Assistant secretary
for Mine Safety Health Administration who spoke on the
accomplishments of the HolmesSafety Association and William H. Hoover,
National Secretary, HolmesSafety Association.

Group

The following councils received awards for the lowest incidence rate:

I -- Underground Mines withtii
more than 50,000 employeeij~[~;,)/
hours monthly. William:~;,;{;L
"Scotty" Groves District ~~i·:
Council

Group III -- Surface Mines
Clearfield District
Council

Group II -- Underground Mines
with less than 50,000
employee hours monthly.
Windber District Council

'!he meeting was attended by
180 persons.

-- Preparation Plants
and Surface Shops
Indiana District Council

, HOLMES SAFETY AWARD - The 1987 safety plaque for Division II, which includes councils with
underground mines averaging less than 50,000 employee hours monthly, 'was awarded to the Windb~r
District Council. The, presentation was made, at ,the annual awards dinner-~:eting of the P~nnsylvama
Bituminous Council, Holmes Safety Association; heldretently at the Omni CIVICand Conventlon Center.
From left: Walter Kobo, supervisor, Mine Safety and Health Administration; DavidC.O'Ne~I, Dep~ty

Secretory, Mine Safety and Health, U.S. Department of Labor; and T~ Glusk?, supervisor, M,ne
and Health,Administratian. '

~'i~i~1iIl~~I~i!!;'~~~~!~ij~~!

Group IV

HOLMES SAFETY AWARD - Recently the Pennsylvania Bituminous Council, Holmes Safety Association,
held its annual awards-dinner meeting at the Indiana Omni Civic and Convention Center: Winner of the
Group I safety plaque, that includes councils, with underground mines averaging 50,000 or more employee
hours monthly, was the William "Scolly" Groves District Council. From left are: Robert Newhouse, vice
president of the Scotty Groves District Council; David O'Neal, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Mine Safety
and Health, U.S. Department of Labor; James Erlinger, council president; and Kristin Valentovish, council
secretary/treasurer.

'8



ABSTRACT
FROM

FATAL ACCIDENT

May 1988
*This fatality could be discussed
at your regular on-the-job safety
meeting.

DESCRIPTIONOFACCIDENT:'!he crew, entered the mine on a
nonproduction shift and traveled to the Mainwest parallel section.
rrhe foreman was infonned by the day shift foreman that a shuttle
car Whichwas being loaded with coal had lost its power at the end
of the shift and there was about one-half shuttle car of coal on
the mine floor behind the continuous-mining machine.

While examining the working places, the foreman observed a damaged
place in the trailing cable of the shuttle car and instructed the
mechanic and roof bolter to assist hbn in repairing the cable.
After it was repaired, he instructed the roof bolter to energize
the power·on the loading machine, shuttle car, and
continuous-mining machine.

In order to install roof bolts in the No. 2 entry, it was first
necessary to load the coal and movethe equipnent out of the entry.
rrhe roof bolter operating the loading machine and the mechanic
operating the shuttle car, loaded the coal behind the continuous-
mining machine and then trarrmed the shuttle car and loading machine
out of the No. 2 entry. They returned to the No. 2 entry to assist
the foreman in tranming the continuous-mining machine out of the
entry.

After the foreman had tranmed the continuous-mining machine away
from the face far enough to allow slack in the trailing cable and
water hose, he stopped the machine. Looking toward the end of the
conveyor boom, started tranming the machine in reverse. He stated
that the three workers were located outby the machine boom.

While he was trarrming the machine out of the place, he turned to
check the position of the cutting head and the rear of the mining
machine swungtoward the right rib. He heard a noise and stopped
the machine. He turned and saw that the mechanic was caught
between the conveyor boomand the right coal rib. He irrmediately
rnovedthe machine away from the right coal rib and proceeded to
where the victim had slumped to the mine floor.

CONCLUSION:The cause of the accident could not be definitely
determined. However, the evidence at the scene and testimony of
witnesses indicate that the boomend of the machine swerved to the
right crushing the vi.ct im because either the right side of the
cutter head caught on the right coal rib or the machine operator
inadvertently split the tranming controls. '!he accident
resulted in fatal injuries to the victim because he had placed
himself in a hazardous position.

9
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ABSTRACT
FROM

FATAL ACCIDENT

*This fatality could be discussed
at your regular on-the-job safety
meeting.

FALL OF BIGBWALL ACCIDENT

GENERAL INFORMATION: An equipment operator was fatally
injured when he was suffocated by sand and gravel material
which sloughed off a highwall face and engulfed him in the
cab of a front-end loader. He had a total of 14 years
experience as an equipment operator.

DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT: The victim reported to work at
the gravel pit. He was left to work alone, and unchecked,
without any communications. Work progressed without
incident, as he operated the small screening plant and the
front-end loader. Sometime after lunch, possibly
mid-afternoon, the victim was operating the front-end
loader at the toe of the north highwall face, where he was
surrounded by three sides of a 40-50 foot dangerous,
overhanging, and vertical highwall that collapsed. The
sand and gravel ~aterial inundated the loader, breaking the
windshield and engulfed the operator in the cab.

CAUSE OF THE ACCIDENT: The direct cause of the accident
was the collapse of an active and unstable dangerous
highwall.

Contributing factors to the severity of the accident were:

1. The operator did not ensure that the mining methods
established for safe control of the pit highwall were being
followed. The victim operated a front-end loader at the
face of a dangerous highwall at a height more than three
times the reach of the loader bucket.
2.

that collapsed on the loader
..-,---..".....~-~ - -..,. . ..~--

.~\'..~.:u~~~:::'~,
<~:~-;--. .: .. "1

T;; I';:~,-;:..r: I
-~~-:. -r - r '.

I
i

i

to recognize the dangers of the
a front-end loader in an unsafe

and
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THE ERA GONE BYTYPICAL MININGOF ~/~~

STEEL SHARPENING, h sted required beatin,
, . Sbar,e",,, R t e , as done on tbe.,..1••••"ael

/
-. ••:":.t; '" <1;0. F~I •.""".••"',..•• _ HI'

Eharl!it*:~ anti ba_mer;"R r: t~or the fOlRe was su,,',ed
l

=:ned to roll hollow
I e v . II hammer. w I ill; bad not yet ef1Vil with a sma rd as steel "" s .. .a D 'Il" steel was so, •lows. n
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Safety, like virtue, is its own reward.

Safety is returned in full value, in coin of the same type as that
used to secure it. Safety, therefore, occupies almost the unusual
positi()n of both a giver and a receiver, or a producer and a
consumer.

The safety rewards that are returned are almost in direct
proportion to the safety practices that are exerted. Each person
can, therefore; write his ownticket. The reward maybe as big;
or as little, as,desired.

But. safety, again like virtue, is_also often exposed to many
temptations, although not ofa sirriilartype. safety temptations
are usually those that occur impulsively, without giving proper
thought to the hazards involved. .

Sane of the most comnontemptations develop, for exanple, from
haste _towardthe end of the shift, result.l.nginfailure to install
the.needed roof bolts or timbers; failure to take the necessary
steps to assure proper face ventilation; failure to clean up
excessive fine coal dust and apply sufficient rock dust; .taking
manyshortcuts, hoping to gain Soote.favorable advantages,
chance...takingthat usually results in grief; carelessness or
indifference in haodlingequipnent; and manyother similar typical
occupational temptations ana hazards.

It isunf()rtunate~butafact,that it is easierto gradually
drift away from safe working habits .and occasionally indulge in
sane acts that are not conducive to safety, than it is to stand
firm and resist suchterrptations whenthe occasion arises. Even
living is tqo dangerous a business for there to be muchsense in
taking chances that are unnecessary, orn irting with danger for
any but the most urgent or humanereasonsv. But the"practice of
safety will return comfort,' about the sa:neproportion that safe
working practices are used.

safety thus, in this manner, pays its ownrewards.

"I w:)uldn't be caught dead under unsupported roof"
submitt.ed by: Torn McLaugh~in~Safety instructor, Rochester and

. pittsburgh Coal Company

12
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We can't bring them back
'!he following are brief descriptions of a few 1987 Undergroundand
Surface Coal mine fatal accidents. There is a lesson to be
learned in each accident. Take time out to review at your safety
meetings:

Anequipnent operator was killed whenthe front-end loader he was
operating went over the edge of an elevated roadway, overturned and
crushed him whenthe roll-over protection failed. Hehad been
backing along the elevated portion of the roadway, returning fran
durrpingstripped material, whenthe loader went over the edge and
flipped onto its top. There ~re no berms along the elevated
roadwayand the roll protection was not certified as appropriate
for the equipment uponmich it was installed. Fatal Case #24

Ageneral mechanic was killed whenthe forklift truck he was
operating struck a metal support columnand overturned crushing
him. The victim had been transporting a pumpmotor to a pump
station. Whenhe turned the forklift to the right prematurely,
onto a secondary road, the forklift's right front wheel struck and
rode up onto a pipe support stanchion pier causing the forklift to
overturn. Restricted forward visibility was determined to be a
factor contributing to the accident. Fatal Case #25

A canpany vice president was killed by stray electrical current
while trying to movea radial stacker conveyor. Electric current
passed through the victim's body whenhe contacted the conveyor
frame. A 440-volt wire which supplied power to the conveyor motor
had shorted out. Fatal Case #26
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4. I8CBIIB«

Amine foreman was killed whena derrick boomfell, and struck the
ladder upon which he was standing, ca.using him to fall into the
quarry. '!he victim was standing on the ladder so that he could get
a good view of the stone block being lifted and so that he could
signal the derrick operator. '!he boomwas nearly horizontal and at
this angle the maximumload capacity was 9 tons. 'lhe block being
lifted weighed approximately 12 tons. '!he, friction clutch began to
slip and the brake was applied. A brake adjustment bolt broke and
the boom·fell. Fatal Case #27

5. JMCBIRBRr

A contractor laborer was killed when struck by a 48-footlength of
6-inch pipe -. As the pipe was raised from a flatbed ·truck the lead
mannoticed that the caliper clamp was not centered on the pipe.
'!he signal was given to lower the pipe back onto the truck. While
being lowered, the heavy end pivoted horizontal to the load and hit
the side of the trench in which the victim wasworki.nq, 'Ihe pipe
slipped out of the clamp and fell into the trench striking the.
victim. Fatal Case #28

6. SLIP (Il PAU. OFPJmS(B
\

\
W:1ileassisting maintenance lNOrkersreplace a lNOrnout 'section of
belt, a watchmanwas killed whenhe fell from .the frameworkof an
elevated conveyor. Although the victim was a watchman,he
routinely asai.stied the other crew membersin the performance of
maintenance duties. He had been standing on the conveyor framelNOrk
straddling the newsect ion of conveyor belt. While helping to pull
the belt along the top rollers, he slipped and fell 13-1/2 feet to
the ground. 'Ihe victim was not wearing a safety belt and line.

Fatal case #29

7. ~CAL

A laborer was killed by st.raye.lect.r loal, current while trying to
start a flotation pump.. '!he victim primed the pump.with water and
attempted to start the pump. Hewas electrocuted whenhe pushed
the electric start switch. The victim was standing in 18 inches of
water whenthe fault occurred. Fatal case #30

Amill utility manwas killed whenhe was drawn into a conveyor
takeup pulley. For reasons unknown,the victim climbed down
between an elevated conveyor catwalk and the conveyor framelNOrk
onto the conveyor counterweight assembly. He apparently lost his
balan~ and fell directly into a rotating self-cleaning·takeup
pulley. '!he take up pulley was located 5 feet below the catwalk and
17 feet above the ground. Fatal Case #31

14
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Anowner/contractor was killed whenthe ditch in which he was
working caved in on him. '!be victim and an employeewere preparing
the ditch for installation of a pipeline leading to a newsettling
pond. '!be ditch was 30 inches to 35 inches wide and about 10 feet
deep. '!be walls of the ditch were near vertical and not supported.

Fatal Case #32

10. N:&OB<&I BADlM,;B

A laborer drownedwhenthe boat in which he was standing sunk. '!be
victim and the mine owner's son were paddling the boat away from
the dredge and in the process of securing the dredge anchor rope.
'!be boat was unstable and the victim lost his balance. Befell
toward the right rear portion of the boat which caused it to
rapidly take on water and sink. '!he owner's son unsuccessfully
tried to help the victim. Neither were wearing a lifejacket and
the victim could not swim. Fatal case #33

11. FAILIlI7 JIldI.BRIAL

A truck driver was killed whenthe material on which he was
standing sloughed into a load-out bunker. After loading his truck,
the victim apparently noticed that a large amountof material was
clinging to the sides of the load-out bunker. Using a pick he went
up to the top of the bunker to break the material loose. Whenthe
material broke loose the victim fell into the bunker and was
buried. Fatal case #34

12.~

A shovel operator was killed after the trackmounted clamshell he
was operating slid downa bank into a creek. '!he victim was
cleaning debris fr~ the creek. Be apparently got too close to the
edge while tramning forward and the machine started downthe bank.
'!he victim jumpedfran the back of the machine and landed in soft
material on the bank. A large rock positioned above the victim
rolled downthe bank striking him in the head. A spotter had been
present all day except for the last few minutes prior to the
accident.

Fatal case #35

13.~

A surveyor was killed whenhe was run over bya motor grader. '!be
victim was surveying a newhaulage road. A road grader was working
nearby. Apparently the victim walked in back of the grader and
crouched downto shoot a survey point. '!be motor grader backed up
running over the victim. Themotor grader had backup alarm but it
was not 'WOrking. Fatal Case #36
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14. JmCBII!iIBl«

Anequipnent operator was killed whenhe fell fran a suspended load
on which he was..standing. A flotation pumpmountedon.a steel
platform was bei.nqj-ai.sed by a crane. The load was attached
through metal eyes located on each corner of the metal platform.
Three of the four metal eyes failed and the victim fell into the
river bank below. . Fatal Case #37

15. PaiBRm IWD:aMZ

CLEANING FOR SAFETY'S SAKE
Oneof the cleanup jobs to be done at the end of a day's work in
a shop is to secure the stationary power tools. It's part of
leaving a shop in the clean and orderly condition that will make
it muchsafer for all subsequent users. First, turn off the
switch at the machine and at the distribution box or
panel. Anymaterials that have accumulated around
the machine durinqjise should be removed. The --Jr'--"."",",
next. step is brushing woodor metal chips from
the working surfaces. The grooves iq tables or
the frameworkshould be cleaned with a wooden
stick or a narrow brush. Be careful. to avoid
having your hands come in ,.contact with sharp
cutting edges. or steel shavings. Alsoavoid
accidentally dropping portable power tools or
removablemachine parts.

Using shop towels, clean cutting oils machine
tools. Ranemberto protect woodtools with chalk dust, not oil.
If the machine is equipped with a cover, install it carefully.
Last (and surely not least), replace guards that were removedfor
cleaning.
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H 0 rr,fE SS AF ET Y ASSOCIATION
Improve Safety and .Efficiency

The Holmes Safety Association engages in a humanitarian
effort and isnbncommercial in character. Its sole

I~ objectjves are to prevent fatalities and injuries and to
,

improve health and safety among officials and employees in
all phases of the mineral industries.

" .. "

FOR FURTHER JNFORMATION/CALLOR WRITE:
-William H. 'Hoover, Chief Linda M. Lofstead
"'o.ffi¢e ofHo 1mes Safety HSA Coordinator
:,t\ssOtif'ation, MSHA Holmes Safety Association, MSHA
300 West Congress 4800 Forbes 'Avenues Room A-271
Room 76, Box FB-52 Pittsburgh, Pennsyl van i a 15213
Tucson, Arizona 85701 Phone: 412/621-4500 EXT. 649/650
Phone: 602/629~6631 FTS: 721/8649 or 8650

FTS: 762-6631 18
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H.S.A. SAFETY TOPIC

Mining Fatalities, 1980-1987
Year 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987

Coal Mining 133 153 122 70 125 67 87 63

Metal and
Nonmetal Mining 103 84 68 62 80 57 46 67

All Mining 236 237 190 132 205 124 133 130

10 Year survey shows record lows in fatalities

nMETAL FATALS
IlCOAL FATALS
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H D L MESS A FEJ Y ASS DC I A J I DN
ANNOUNCES 1987· DISTRICT COUNCIL WINNERS

Eighteen coal and metal and nonmetal underground and 17 surface
district councils were at the starting gate and off, competing
for the H.S.A. fourth Annual National District Council
competition a~ardsJ however, four underground and three surface
.councils scratched during the run.

The majority of councils completed the turn with the third
quarterly report, then failed to submit the final fourth
quarter. Why? The final tally left 14 underground and 13
surface councils crossing the finish line.

Congratulations are in order to 13 of 18 underground and 15 of
17 surface district council chapter mines for being fatality
free in 1987.

Underground Council Mines, Coal and Metal and Nonmetal, reported
54.74 million work hours, five fatals and 3,116 non-fatal days
lost NFDL for an incidence rate of 11.40 per 200,000 work hours
of exposureWHE. Work hours decreased 13.44 million, injuries
increased 495 and fatalsdecreased 11 in number over 1986.

Surface Council Mines, reported 24.40 million work hours, two
fatals and 393 NFDL fOr an incidence rate of 3.24 per 200,000·
WHE. Work hours decreased 0.8 million, injuries increased by
eight and fatals fell by two in number over 1986.

Combined, underground and surface council mines reported seven
fatalities and 3,509 NFDL for 1987, at an incidence rate of 8.88
with 79.16 million hours of work time. The 1986 corre$ponding
frequency of occurrence was 6.63 for 106.9 million hours of work
time.

The combined underground and surface fatality rate was 0.017
compared with 0.004 in 1986. The rate of nonfatal days lost
NFDL was 8.86J an increase of 1.86 over the same period last
year.

To be in competition for 1988, all district councils are
reminded that the first quarterly district council report should
be mailed no later than 6n days following the end of the first
quarter and for every quarter thereafter.

22
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I believe one of the problems of not getting the last quarterly
report in to the National Council involves the change of council
officers at the end ·of the year (election time). Outgoing
secretaries should take time to instruct the newly elected
secretary of the reporting procedure.

We hope to see you at the forthcoming National Council and
Joseph A. Holmes Safety Association Business Awards and Banquet
Meetings at the Sheraton .....Inn Evansville, Evansville, Indiana, on
May 19, 1988. There will be a social hour on Wednesday and
Thursday before the banquet. Bring spouses and guests--there

~

Will ~~familY bus tour during the business meeting on May 19,

. ./. J.-" "'~"" ~
·.A~~.~~ QJ;I;J/{;",~&.~.~ ~;l;i'~trC.ftfHoo~'t" ,...... .'

National Secretary

1988.

* *
SAfETY

~~

~~~l.
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H0111ES SA F ET Y AS SOC I A TID N
JANUARY - DECEMBER 1987

GROUPI - UNDERGROUNDCOAL- LEVELOF 3,000,000 ORMORE(WHE)
.Southeast ohio District council,. Wilkesville, ohio, reported
3,673,436 (WHE),fatality free with 110 lost-time injuries for an
incidence rate of 5.99 per 200,000 hours of exposure. .

GROUPII - UNDERGROUNDCOAL- LEVELOF 1,500,000 -- 2,999,999 (WHE)
Potomac Valley District Council, Oakland, Maryland, recorded
1,943,488 work hours, one fatal and 104 lost-time accidents for an
incidence rate of. 10.81 per 200,000 'hours of exposure. '

GROUPIII - UNDERGROUNDCOAL- LEVELOF 1,499,999 ORLFSS (WHE)
wiridber District Council, Wmdber, Pennsylvania, totaled 232,578
hours of work time, fatality free, with five occupational injuries
for an incidence rate of 4.30 per 200,000 hours of exposure.

GROUPI •...SURFACECOAL- LEVELOF 2,000,000 ORMORE(WHE)
Southern Indiana Joint safety Comnittee and Holmes safety
Association Council, Lynnville, Indiana, had an aggregate work time
of 3,476,656 hours fatality free, with 34 occupational.injuries and
an incidence rate of 1.96 per 200,000 hours of exposure.

GROUPII - SURFACECOAL- LEVELOF 1,000,000 -- 1,999,999 (WHE)
Northern Indiana Joint eomnittee for Coal Mine Safety District
Council, Linton, tndiana,reported 1,899,715 hours, fatality"free,
with 31 lost-time accidents for an incidence rate of 3.26.

_~GROUPIII - SURFACECOAL- LEVEL OF 999,999 ORLESS(WHE)
western Maryland District Council, GraIltsville,Maryland, reported
770,164 hours, zero fatalities, andl01ost,-time accidents for an
incidence rate of 2.60. .. .

GROUPI -·UNDERGROUNDMETAL/NONMETALi-LEVE:i:.OF3,000,000 ORMORE(WHE)
Northern Colorado/Southern Wyoming..HOlmesSafety Association
District CoUI1cil, Rawlins,' Wyoming,~ad an aggregate work.time of
5,426,353 hours, fatality free, with 67 lost-time accidents, and an
incidence rate of 2.47 per 200,000 hoursof exposure. .
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H0 L M ES SA FET Y ASS oyCTA TID N
RATICIlAL DIS'.l'RIC'l' <D:R:IL

1984 - 1987 ~ .MiABD WJliaiIBRS

1987
I COALUNDERGROUND
II COALUNDERGROUND
III COALUNDERGROUND
I COALSURFACE
II COALSURFACE
III COALSURFACE
I M/NMUNDERGROUND

1986
I COALUNDERGROUND
II COALUNDERGROUND
III COALUNDERGROUND
I COALSURFACE
II COALSURFACE
III COAL,SURFACE

1985
I COALUNDERGROUND
II COALUNDERGROUND
III COALUNDERGROUND
I COALSURFACE
II COALSURFACE
III COALSURFACE

1984
I COALUNDERGROUND
II COALUNDERGROUND
III COALUNDERGROUND
I COALSURFACE
II COALSURFACE
III COALSURFACE

Southeast Ohio, Wilkesville, Ohio
Potanac Valley, Oakland, Maryland
Windber, Windber, Pennsylvania
S. Indiana Joint, Lynnville, Indiana
N. Indiana Joint, Linton, Indiana
Western Maryland, Grantsville, Maryland
N. Colorado/S. Wyoming, Rawlins, Wyoming

Guyandotte, Pineville, W. Virginia
Potomac Valley, Oakland, Maryland
Windber, Windber ,Pennylvania
S. Indiana Joint, Lynville, Indiana
western Maryland, Grantsville, Maryland
Southeast Ohio, Wilkesville, Ohio

N. Central, Fairmont, west Virginia
Potomac Valley, Oakland, Maryland
Windber, Windber, Pennsylvania
S. Indiana Joint, Lynnville, Indiana
Guyandotte, Pineville, west virginia
MonValley, Morgantown, West Virginia

Guyandotte, Pineville, west Virginia
Southeastern Ohio, Wilkesville, Ohio
MonValley, Morgantown, west Virginia
Grove City/Clarion, Clarion, Pennsylvania
Clearfield, Clearfield, Pennsylvania
N. Central, Fairmont, West Virginia
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THE'LAST WORD
Somethilgs never chalge...

·SIX MISTAKES OF MARl· SHOW 'EM HOW
While preparing a paper over
2,000 years ago, Cicero, the
distinguished writer and
statesman, said that he ~onsidered
the six great mistakes of manto
be:

This is the time of year
when the kids start checking
off the days on the
calendar. ..The end of school
and the start of vacation
aren't far off. You can bet
they've been storing up
plenty of energy for romping
and playing through the
summer months.

(1) The delusion that individual
advancement is made by crushing
others.
(2) The refusal to set aside
trivial preferences.
(3) The neglecting of the
development of the mind, and the
failure to acquire the habit of
reading and study.
(4) The tendency to worry about
things that cannot be changed.
(5) The attempt to compel dther
persons to believe and live as we
do.
(6) The insistence that a thing
is impossible, solely because we
ourselves cannot do it.

Let's hope their days of
leisure are safe ones.
Let's hope they remember to
follow the good examples of
safe thinking and safe doing
that you've been setting
when you're around them. Of
course, you are safetyminded
at home, aren't you?

COULD THIS BE a....YOU?
THE ACCIDBH'l': After loading a truck with lumber, a forklift truck
operator backed his vehicle behind the truck, then dismounted to adjust
the forks. Meanwhile, the truck driver backed up the truck, pinning
the operator between the truck frame and the forks inflicting extensive
bodily damage.

REMEMBER:
Those who have
passed before
us for our

safety and
freedom.

In spite of the thousands of
articles presently being written
on the subject of human relations,
it would be difficult to find a
more accurate thesis than this.

WHY IT HAPPERED: The driver didn't walk around his vehicle,
before backing up, to ensure that it was unobstructed.

CIRCLE YOUR VEHICLE BEFORE BACKING UP.
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HOLMES SAFETY ASSOCIATION
MEETING REPORT FORM

For the month of _

TOTAL meetings held this month _

TOTAL attendance this month _

Chapter Number (See address label, if incorrect, please
indicate change.)

(Signature)

(Telephone No.)

(Title)

FILL OUT - FOLD AND STAPLE
NOTE: BE SURE OUR ADDRESS SHOWS

FREE MAIL-IN

If you do not care to receive this Bulletin, please check here 0 and return this form.

Please include any change of address below:



Joseph A. Holmes Safety Association
Awards Criteria-·Outline

Type "A" Awards - For Acts of Heroism

The awards are medals with Medal of Honor Certificate.

Type "A" - For Acts of Heroic Assistance

The awards are Certificates of Honor.

Type B-1 Awards - For Individual Workers

(40 years continuous work experience without injury that resulted in lost
workdays)
The awards are Certificate of Honor, Gold Pins and Gold Decal.

Type B-2 Awards - For Individual Officials

(For record of group working under their supervision)
The awards are Certificate of Honor.

Type C Awards - For Safety Records

(For all segments of the mineral extractive industries, meeting adopted criteria)
The awards are Certificate of Honor.

Other Awards - For Individual Workers

(For 10,20, or 30 years without injury resulting in lost workdays)
The awards are 30 years - Silver Pin and Decal, 20 years - Bronze Pin and Decal,
1°years - Decal bearing insignia.

Special Awards - For Small Operators

(Mine operators with 25 employees or less with outstanding safety records)
The awards are Certificate ofHonor: Contact: HSA Office



Department of Labor
MSHA, Holmes Safety Association
4800 Forbes Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15213

BULK RATE
POSTAGE & FEES PAID

DOL
PERMIT NO. G-59

lTD
US


