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• 2006 Miner Act
• Late 2006, Walter 

Energy (WE) 
decision to 
purchase 24 
person RAs

• March 2007, WE 
places orders for 
Miner Act required 
equipment 
including 16 Strata 
RAs



• Based on further research into external temperature 
effects safety personnel decide some sort of cooling will 
be required in our mines.

• Between March of 2007 and December of 2008 Walter 
Energy learns of additional requirements for outby units 
as well as the availability of the MineARC RA with 
cooling capability.

• December 2008 - Walter Energy places an order for a 
total of 23 RAs at 24 person capacity with MineARC
Systems.



• Chevron’s North 
River Mine 
received their first 
unit before WE.

• It was 20 person 
capacity.

• Upon inspection it 
seemed very long 
and ours would 
be longer.

• Walter Energy 
assembled a risk 
assessment 
team.



Risk Assessment Findings
• The 24 Person unit is too long to hang on Hoist
• The length and width combine to make them 

unreasonably difficult to navigate the section.
• 24 person capacity is needed per section
• 6 RA fabrications were complete at 24 person
• Need to cut those down and make 16 person
• All future builds to be 12 person capacity
• Decision to keep two RAs on each section/longwall
• Section RAs to be towed like a lawn trailer, two 

wheels and a tongue.
• Longwall RAs to be track mounted (design TBD)



Initial Risk Assessment Work



Risk Assessment Plans Develop



• The first units 
complete were 
the 16 person 
capacity units.

• These would 
measure 23’-5” 
long.  This was a 
dimension we felt 
we could manage 
daily on the track 
for the longwalls.



• Next would come 
the 12 person 
units. 

• These would 
measure 18’-2” in 
length and would 
be much easier to 
handle on the 
sections with a 
regular 488 
Scoop. 



Longwall Truck Arrangement, 16 person 
RA, from MineARC Systems



Text

Off-road Wheel for 12 person RA



Towing tongue for 12 person RA with skeleton package



16 Person RA 
showing 
connections 
for lifting and 
attaching 
towing 
tongues.



Bottle Rack



Harmful Gas Removal Testing at MineARC



Strata RA



Puncture to side of Strata RA. 



Strata M36 RA with Approved XP-AC top mounted



M36 RA with XP-AC deployed side-by-side



M36 RA with XP-AC deployed side-by-side



Strata 
Provided
Training
Details



Rub Rail Wheel Mounts (double shear)



Strata AC 
Charging 
Apparatus
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